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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 

DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING: NON-HIT 
SH# 2219217 

URN 008-07820-2833-055 

DATE / TIME / LOCATIONS 


Tuesday, April 29, 2008 
2020 hours 
iGrandee Avenue, Compton 


IAB SHOOTING / FORCE TEAM 


Lieutenant Clay Porlier; Sergeant David Stunson and Sergeant Steve Kim 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL 


Magadan, Raul E., Deputy 7 Mu 5-08 160 Ooo 5 


Compton Station 
Field Operations Region II 


Date of Employment: 06/26/01 

Date Assigned to Patrol: 

Date Completed Patrol Training: 

Prior Shooting Incidents: 04/22/07 (armed person) 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


Ramirez, Henry V., Deputy = A s00 175 


Compton Station 
Field Operations Region II 


Date of Employment: 06/14/01 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 

Date Completed Patrol Training: 

Prior Shooting Incidents: 

Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


IAB Lieutenant Porlier checked to see that the watch commander, Lieutenant Michael Alerich, took 
reasonable steps to ensure that the involved and witness personnel did not discuss the incident 
among themselves or with uninvolved persons prior to being interviewed by the assigned 
investigators, and that the involved and witness personnel did not collectively consult with their 
attorney or representative. In addition, Lieutenant Porlier checked to see if the watch commander 
attempted to have involved and witness personnel gather in the company of a supervisor until they 
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SUSPECT 
Whitfield, Ahmad Hasan MB/22 6-02 185 


Criminal Histo ry: _ 
SYNOPSIS 


In the weeks leading up to the date of the shooting incident, the City of Compton had experienced 
a major increase of gang-related shootings. Deputy Magadan and Deputy Ramirez, along with their 
sergeant, Brian Hill, all assigned to the Compton Community Impact Team and working in 
conjunction with the County-Wide Violent Gang Crime Task Force, established a tactical plan to 
approach an apartment complex. The purpose was to conduct a gang loitering/field identification 
operation and to identify and arrest an individual who had brandished an assault-style rifle ata victim 
the day before. A containment perimeter was secured and an Aero Bureau unit summoned and 
positioned prior to the approach. 


TAB Note: Documents relating to the prior assault rifle information (Incident History Report, 
Tag 115, April 28, 2008) is contained in the investigative book in under Exhibit L. 


Deputies Magadan and Ramirez, followed by Sergeant Hill, walked west fron se 
Exhibit G, a neighborhood map) through al (see Exhibit D, photos, figures 1 through 6) 
along and to the west end of a block wall (see Exhibit D, photos, figures 6 and 7), approaching the 
east side of Grandee Avenue at the [J end of the apartment complex (see Exhibit D, photos, 
figures 8, 10, 14 and 15, and Exhibit G, aerial photos). They noticed a group of individuals across 
the street on the west side, approximatelyfyards west of their location, standing around on the lot 
outside of the apartment buildings (see Exhibit D, photos, figures 9, 11, 12 and 13). At the end of 
the wall, Deputy Magadan advanced and took cover behind a vehicle parked on the east side curb 
(see Exhibit D, photos, figures 7, 8 and 14) while Deputy Ramirez stayed at a position of cover 
behind the end of the block wall, with Sergeant Hill positioned just behind and east of him (see 
Exhibit D, photos, figures 6 and 7). As personnel finalized getting into position, one of three male 
blacks seated on an apartment stairway on the west side of the street yelled, “Po Po” (a slang term 
indicating police were coming) and another male black standing near the lookout suspect fired one 
round from an assault rifle at the deputies. Deputies Magadan and Ramirez returned fire. 


Deputies retreated to a position of cover and via the radio requested resources, reporting the suspect 
fled south on the sidewalk and then west in between some apartments. The orbiting Aero Bureau 
unit then saw the suspect running southbound to a nearby apartment building and out of view. The 
area was contained until a search warrant was signed by a judge. Additional assisting units, 
including a Special Enforcement Bureau team, converged on and contained the area and the 
apartment buildings were ultimately evacuated and searched. A number of individuals refused to 
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comply with commands to exit and most were subsequently arrested for trespassing. Suspect 
Whitfield and the weapon, a Kel-Tec 5.56 caliber assault rifle (see Exhibit D, figure 22), were 
located inside an apartment on nearby EB and taken into custody. Suspect Whitfield was 
taken to Compton Station for interview, but upon being read his Miranda rights, he invoked and 
declined to provide a statement. The rifle was found inside Apartment a << 
Exhibit F, a scene sketch and an apartment sketch). 


EMPLOYEE WITNESSES 


Hill, Brian A., Sergeant 7 


Compton Station 


Looney, Edward M., Deputy FY 
Aero Bureau 


NON-EMPLOYEE WITNESSES 


None. 


The neighborhood near the shooting scene on Grandee Avenue was comprised of numerous 
apartment buildings and is reported to have many Nutty Block Crips gang members and associates 
residing and visiting there. The residents were hostile to Sheriff’s personnel during evacuation of 
the apartment buildings and virtually all were uncooperative. Numerous residents were arrested 
prior to and during the evacuation order and area search for the suspect and his assault rifle. 
Consequently, the area was not canvassed by IAB investigators for any potential additional witnesses 
and none was interviewed. 


INJURIES 

Suspect 

Subject Whitfield was uninjured. 

Deputy Personnel: 

No injuries. 

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

One Kel-Tec, model SU-16, 5.56mm caliber semi-automatic rifle with an attached magazine 


containing eight live cartridges and one fired cartridge c ithin its chamber (see Exhibit D, 
photos, figures 22 and 23) were recovered from Apartment at 
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Fired 9mm caliber cartridge casings were retrieved (refer to Exhibit E, Scientific Services Bureau 
supplemental reports). 


INVESTIGATOR OBSERVATIONS 


The location on i running Grandee Avenue was comprised of several multi-unit two-story 
apartment buildings. Grandee Avenue ends with the street curving ito an unning 
— also made up of two-story apartment buildings (see Exhibit D, photographs of 
the scene). At the illend of Grandee Avenue (see Exhibit F, a sketch of neighborhood), was a 

jon the east side of the street. The SAh ad distant lighting from Alondra Boulevard 
to the north. 


REVIEW OF RADIO TRANSMISSIONS 


The IAB investigator reviewed recordings of the radio traffic of involved and responding deputies. 
CIT Team Sergeant Hill can be heard confirming assisting units’ positions and last minute 
instructions prior to his and Deputies Magadan’s and Ramirez’ approach. Sergeant Hill is also heard 
speaking with Air 22, and advising all monitoring personnel he anticipated civilian individuals in 
the area to flee south of Alondra Boulevard and away from their positions on parkways of Grandee 
Avenue. Sergeant Hill confirmed all units were in position prior to their approach. 


The next broadcast is one of the ground units advising “998,” and advising suspects, one in 
possession of a high-powered rifle, possibly an “AK-47,” were running southbound in the complex. 
Air-22 acknowledged and identified suspects running toward the south buildings in the apartment 
complex. Compton Station units were also heard acknowledging and responding. 


LIGHTING AND WEATHER CONDITIONS 


It was clear and nighttime with ambient lighting from street lights at the time of the shooting. 


WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL 


Deputy Magadan: 

Service Weapon Type: Beretta, Model 92F, 9mm semi-automatic pistol 
Rounds Fired: One 

Type of Ammunition Used: Department Issued Luger (Win) Ranger SXT 147gr. 
Date Employee Last Qualified: es 
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Deputy Ramirez: 


Service Weapon Type: Beretta, Model 92F, 9mm semi-automatic pistol 
Rounds Fired: Five 

Type of Ammunition Used: Department Issued Luger (Win) Ranger SXT 147gr. 
Date Employee Last Qualified: Regt so 


WEAPON USED BY SUSPECT 


Kel-Tec, model SU-16, 5.56mm caliber semi-automatic rifle . 
PROPERTY DAMAGE 
Three bullet strikes/holes on stucco of side of Minace Avenue. 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR/CHARGES FILED 


Investigator: Detective 
Operation Safe Streets, Compton Station area 


Charges filed: Two counts of 664/187 P.C. 
As of September 30, 2008, the preliminary hearing has repeatedly been continued and is pending. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE STATEMENTS 


Involved Deputy Raul Magadan was interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeants David 
Stunson and Steve Kim on May 14, 2008, at 1040 hours, at Internal Affairs Bureau. He was 
represented by Greene and Shinee attorney Mitchell Kander. The interview was digitally audio- 
recorded. 


Deputy Magadan described their operation, their approach, a look-out’s alerting of deputies’ 
approach to the suspect, the suspect firing and his and Deputy Ramirez’ returning fire. 


For his complete interview statement, see Deputy Magadan’s interview transcription. 


Involved Deputy Henry Ramirez was interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeants David 
Stunson and Steve Kim on May 14, 2008, at 1125 hours, at Internal Affairs Bureau. He was 
represented by Greene and Shinee attorney Mitchell Kander. The interview was digitally audio- 
recorded. 


Deputy Ramirez described their operation, their approach, their presence being communicated to the 


suspect by the look-out, the suspect firing at them and Deputy Ramirez’ and Deputy Magadan’s 
returning fire. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 5 SH 2219217 


For his complete interview statement, see Deputy Ramirez’ interview transcription. 
EMPLOYEE WITNESS 


Sergeant Brian Hill was interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeants Stunson and Kim at 
Compton Station on April 30, 2008, at 0100 hours. He was unrepresented during the digitally 
audio-recorded interview. 


Sergeant Hill described his observations of the incident. He also provided a background and the 
need for the tactical operation which lead to the shooting. 


For his complete interview statement, see Sergeant Hill’s interview transcription. 


Deputy Edward Looney was interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeant David Stunson on 
May 7, 2008, at 0900 hours. The interview was digitally audio-recorded. 


Deputy Looney stated he was assigned as the observer in Aero Bureau unit Air-22 on April 29, 2008, 
at the time of the deputy-involved shooting. His partner and pilot was Deputy David McNair (who 
was not interviewed for the shooting review). 


Witness Looney said Air-22 was requested to respond to the Grandee Avenue location just south of 
Alondra Boulevard to assist “COPS deputies” who were deploying for a tactical operation to locate 
and arrest gang members involved in a recent crime. Deputies were spread out and positioned to 
contain the area as a group of personnel (Sergeant Hill, Deputy Magadan and Deputy Ramirez) 
approached the location on foot. Witness Looney said their helicopter maintained an orbit above the 
location as the deputies approached. One of the deputies on foot broadcast radio traffic they had 
been shot at and the suspect was running southbound away from the location. 


Listening to the suspect description and his direction of travel to escape provided by the broadcasting 
deputy involved on the ground, Witness Looney said he saw the suspect running southbound behind 
the apartment buildings. As he tracked where the suspect was headed, he noted the suspect stopped 
at one particular apartment building and approached an apartment door, then went out of view under 
a porch roof. He broadcast that information to ground units. 


Witness Looney said he did not see the muzzle flash from either the suspect’s or deputies’ position. 


IAB Note: The information regarding the whereabouts of the suspect was utilized by 
Operation Safe Streets Bureau detectives, Special Enforcement Bureau and Compton Station 
patrol personnel as they completed their area search for the suspect and his assault rifle. 
Both the rifle and the suspect were located in an apartment bedroom as a result of this 
observation and Deputy Looney’s broadcast to ground personnel. 
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Deputy Looney said their helicopter was equipped with a FLIR device but it was not used 
in this operation. 


CIVILIAN WITNESS 

None. 

SUSPECTS STATEMENTS 

After transport to the Compton Station, Suspect Whitfield was contacted by OSSB Detectives Joseph 
Valencia na for interview. Detect ve A dvisea that Suspect Whitfield 


invoked his Miranda rights and declined to provide a statement. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


GSR Test - Operations Safe Streets Detective advised the gunshot residue test sample 
submitted was not tested by the Crime Lab. Sheri me Lab Firearms Identification Section 
Supervising Criminalist James Carroll indicated each GSR submitted is evaluated by the Trace 
Evidence Section’s criteria to determine whether or not the sample will be tested. In this case, the 
submission did not meet the criteria and was therefore not tested. 
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